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officialdom prevailed. There was no such thing as a public
prosecutor at Athens. It was left to private individuals to
prosecute even in cases of theft, murder, high treason, and other
crimes against society. Various forms of procedure were, of
course, employed according to the nature of the crime. Homicide
was dealt with by a special court of elders which sat on the
Areopagus, or 'Hill of Ares', mentioned under its Latin name in
the Biblical account of St. Paul's visit to the city. Criminal
cases were treated in a different fashion from civil disputes about
property or contracts. But it was always left to some individual
citizen to take the first step. He would begin by serving a
summons on the offender in the presence of witnesses. Then
after an interval the two would appear before a magistrate; and
a preliminary hearing of the case would take place. At this
hearing evidence would be taken down by a clerk. The testi-
mony of slaves was always elicited under torture, on the assump-
tion that only so could they be trusted to tell the truth against
their master. Copies of laws and other documents might be
produced; and when all the relevant material was complete, it
was put in a box and sealed up.
After another interval, the trial proper took place before a
jury. A magistrate presided, but the verdict was left entirely to
a body of citizen-jurors. To the quick-witted Athenians the
chance of hearing a good piece of rhetorical argument was a
form of intellectual entertainment. There was therefore no
disinclination to serve on the panel. Moreover, jurors were paid
a small fee for their trouble; and a large number of candidates,
drawn mainly from the elderly or unemployed, were always
waiting round the court doors in the morning. The size of the
juries was large—numbering 201,401, or sometimes even more.
Until the day of the trial none knew who would serve; bribery
was out of the question.
The court was in the open air. It contained benches for jurors
and a platform for speakers. The witnesses would be in

